[We do not believe that the towns of India will ever be subjected to raids by enemy aircraft. Should such an unexpected event occur and high explosive bombs cause casualties amongst our people, many medical men,
by the application of their general surgical knowledge, will be able to meet the situation, though special knowledge on the subject would be very valuable.
However, as the casualties caused by mustard gas are so far removed from our normal experience, and as the knowledge of how to deal with such casualties, which would be so vital in the unhappy event [Jan., 1940 bronchiectasis, or even gangrene of the lung may occur not as a direct result of the gassing by mustard gas vapour, but of the secondary bacterial invasion which follows.
In the great majority of cases, however, the lesion is confined to a bronchitis which clears up in the course of a month or six weeks, leaving no after-effects.
(3) Action on the skin Before describing the effects of mustard gas vapour on the skin it may be useful to mention some of the factors that influence the penetration of the gas or modify the severity of its action.
As in the case of liquid mustard gas, the vapour owes its penetrative powers to its ready solubility in the lipoid constituents of the skin. The degree of skin burning which follows is accentuated if the exposed skin area be a highly sensitive and tender region such as the scrotum, or if it be a surface which is subjected to constant friction, as is the case in the neck, the wrist and the ankles.
If the exposed skin surface be bare, the attack of the vapour will be direct, and the result more rapid than if the skin be clothed. This temporary protection of clothed areas is due to the fact that ordinary porous clothing material absorbs the vapour and retards its access to the skin; but if such clothing be worn beyond the period of actual exposure, or if the exposure be prolonged, the vapour retained by the clothing will increase the severity of the resulting skin burns.
This temporary protection varies in duration according to the nature, texture, thickness and degree of humidity of the clothing. Thus, a thin openwork cotton garment in close apposition with the t}ody surface will not greatly retard the access of the vapour to the skin, whereas thick close-woven material, such as serge and woollen clothing generally, will definitely do so, and may even save the area from burns provided it be discarded on leaving the contaminated area.
After the lapse of the usual latent period, which may vary from two to forty-eight hours after exposure to the vapour of mustard gas, an erythematous blush appears over the affected area and gradually deepens in intensity until the skin looks scorched. This redness is not unlike the eruption of scarlet fever, and is usually accompanied by only a slight degree of irritation. The erythema is most marked on the skin areas which are hot and moist; dense tissues like the scalp, the palm of the hand or the skin of the heel usually escape unless the concentration of the vapour be high and localized to that area, as, for example, from drops of liquid mustard gas on a cloth cap.
The affected area soon begins to show superficial blistering in the form of small vesicles which rapidly coalesce to produce large blisters full of a clear, yellow serum; on evacuating this fluid and removing the overlying epithelium, a raw, red, weeping surface is exposed. [Jan., 1940 
